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The Coordinated School Health Program at WBHS reported several health-related accomplishments for the 2010-2011 school year. 


   


Physical education teacher David Hill was awarded a CSH Mini-Grant to for construction of a traversing wall.  Mr. Hill consulted with Roger Murphy and Maryville College’s Mountain Challenge Program and will construct the traversing panels and donate his labor to do so.  





Cindra Boring, William Blount Ninth Grade Academy librarian, was awarded a CSH Mini-Grant to purchase health-related books for the school library as recommended by the school counselor and school nurse. 





William Blount High School participated in the Behavioral Health Pilot Project with counselors, teachers, and other staff members referring students to an on-site behavioral health therapist, and provided Mental Health 101 curriculum for 9th grade Wellness students. 





A delegation of students represented the school at the Sister-to-Sister Summit which addresses areas of concern to young women. 





The Senior Athletic Leadership Team (SALT), promoted a “no texting while driving” pledge.





CSH accomplishments in health science classes included a visit by the Lifestar Medical Helicopter. Students also participated in fundraisers for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and the American Red Cross. They learned about equine grief counseling through a field trip to Mane Support, a non-profit counseling service in Blount County. 





WBHS teachers completed professional development training on health data, universal precautions, diabetic students and epi-pen procedures, and all coaches and administrators were trained in CPR and AED use.  





WBHS Ninth Grade Academy interest groups included physical activity choices, specifically yoga, weightlifting, and basketball.  














From the Principal’s Desk


I’d like to take this opportunity to 


Welcome everyone back to school for


The 2011-2012 year. As you’ll see, 


many changes are in the works for 


WBHS this year, all of which are 


designed to help us fulfill the mission  


of Blount County Schools—to maximize 


the academic potential of every child


in a safe and personalized environment.





Our new Flex Five schedule at the


 main campus, new course offerings, and our school improvement and accreditation processes will all give teachers and staff an opportunity to improve instruction and help prepare our students for the world beyond high school. Our hope is that parents will work with us toward these goals for the benefit of all our students.














School Health Accomplishments Noted
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Many parents are taking advantage of a program designed to help them be more informed about events at WBHS. The bi-weekly announcements are e-mailed to participating parents and contain the same information given to students during the daily announcements. Parents can find out about upcoming standardized testing, sports schedules, club meetings, and many other topics.


Parents who are already participating in the program report that they feel much better informed about the day-to-day activities at school, and the e-mails are often a more timely and reliable source of information than their own teenagers.


To sign up to receive the e-mail announcements, go to wbgovs.com and follow the link on the homepage to subscribe.














Students planning to attend Pellissippi State after graduation should consider applying for the BlountAchieves scholarship, sponsored by the Blount County Chamber Partnership.





This scholarship is designed to help deserving students who might not otherwise be able to attend college, and when combined with a Hope Scholarship, would cover the majority of the cost to attend Pellissippi for two years. Preference is given to students who are the first in their family to attend college, but any qualifying senior is encouraged to apply. The scholarship also includes a mentoring component designed to help the student make the transition from high school to college. Interested students should see their guidance counselor to learn more about requirements for BlountAchieves.














Teleconferencing technology will be used for the first time this year to link WBHS and Heritage High School, and plans are in the works for a class to be taught simultaneously at both campuses. 





The course will be taught by a teacher at either WBHS or Heritage High School and transmitted across the county. The new course is just the first of what will become a wider selection of classes shared between the two high schools. Using this technology will enable students to choose classes that are not available at their campus and will increase the number of course offerings available to students to complete their programs of study. Students will be notified as soon as plans are finalized as to which class will be offered this fall and in the spring. 


 









































BlountAchieves Scholarships to be Awarded 





Beginning this fall, students, parents, and other school supporters will be able to access a variety of WBHS activity and club information via Planet High School, a social networking site designed specifically to promote and communicate information regarding clubs, sports, and other school activities.





Described as “a gathering place that brings all the athletic, club and social activities of [the] school together,” Planet High School is similar to Facebook and other networking sites in that it allows members to share information with a specified circle of people. There will be sections dedicated to clubs and and t








Teleconferencing Links Classrooms at WBHS, HHS





E-mail announcements sent out bi-weekly
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Rogers, Hutson, Walker Honored at Baccalaureate














New Leadership Named for Two Sports and Band





























The William Blount athletic and music departments are proud to announce the hiring of two new head coaches and a band director this year: Kevin Windle in mens’ basketball and Justin Young in baseball, and Ron Rogers as director of bands.





Coach Windle comes to WBHS from Lenoir City, where he served as head basketball coach. According to athletic director Mike Brewer, “Coach Windle brings leadership and character to our program and is committed to excellence. He is well respected as a person and in the coaching community.” In addition to his coaching duties, he will be teaching physical education at the main campus.





WBHS alumnus Justin Young will be leading the diamond Govs and has been working on the baseball staff under former coach Charlie Puleo for the past couple of years. According to Mr. Brewer, “That experience, as well as his determination and knowledge of the game, will enable Coach Young to successfully lead our baseball program for many years to come.” Young is a business education teacher at Union Grove Middle School.  





Mr. Rogers is a widely respected and accomplished band director, having led the band at Farragut High School for over twenty-five years. He has held state and national offices in professional music organizations and will bring an unprecedented level of experience and expertise to the position. 





Principal Rob Clark remarked that these new additions to our staff, along with several teaching positions that were still being finalized at press time, will be great assets to WBHS. 








A new tradition began at the baccalaureate service for the WBHS class of 2011. The students were asked to nominate three teachers—one each from elementary, middle, and high school—who had had the most positive impact on their educational careers. These three teachers were honored at the baccalaureate service and received plaques from their former students. 


 Adrian Rogers of Carpenters Elementary was chosen at the elementary level. Union Grove Middle School’s Linda Hutson was the middle school teacher honored, and math teacher Melodie Walker was the high school level honoree. Nominating students spoke of the dedication and caring shown by these teachers, and the positive influence they had on the lives of their students is immeasurable. 



























































Upcoming Events


Football Jamboree Aug. 12


Labor Day Holiday Sept. 5


ACT Test Sept. 10


Homecoming Sept. 30


Fall break Oct. 3-7








Text Alerts Now Available to Parents, Students























Parent communication has taken on yet another dimension at WBHS. Text alerts are now available for parents and will be used to communicate immediate and timely information such as unexpected early dismissals, special events, and important reminders.





The main campus and ninth grade academy both have dedicated text alert numbers, and parents may opt to receive either or both of the alerts.





In order to subscribe to the text alert system, interested parents (or students) should text the code WBHS for the main campus or WB9 for the ninth grade academy to 90210. They may unsubscribe from the system at any time.





ACT Testing Information and Registration 





All juniors are required by the state to take the ACT test, and the test is an important predictor of success in college or other post-secondary pursuits.





Students may register online at ACTstudent.org or may request a registration packet in the guidance office. Registration deadlines and test dates for this school year are Aug. 12 (Sept. 10 test); Sept. 16 (Oct. 22 test);


January 13 (Feb. 11 test); and Mar. 9 (April 14 test). 





In addition to college admission, eligibility for many scholarships, including the Hope Scholarship funded by the Tennessee Lottery is determined by ACT score. It is recommended that juniors test early in order to allow for retaking if necessary and to aid in planning for college.  

























































































































































































and teams where they can share videos, photos, documents, calendars, and other information. 





Planet High School enables groups to upload live streaming video of sporting events, concerts, and other school happenings. School elections can also be conducted via a polling feature on the site.





Look for further information regarding Planet High School on the school webpage and in the email parent announcements beginning soon. Tom Armstrong, WBHS webmaster, will be coordinating Planet High School for WBHS.
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WBHS announcements are available to parents via e-mail.




















FFA State Winners Headed to National Competition





New Mission, Vision, and Beliefs to be Forged





Blount County Schools’ mission is to maximize the academic potential of every student in a safe and personalized environment.





CONTACT US:





William Blount High School


219 County Farm Road


Maryville, TN 37801





Phone:


865-984-5500


Fax:


865-977-0153














Four members of William Blount’s chapter of Future Farmers of America (FFA) will travel to Indianapolis in October to participate in agricultural mechanics competition at the national FFA convention. 





Seniors Cody King, Johnny Fuller, David Walker, and Logan McCullough qualified for the national contest by placing first as a team in ag mechanics at the state level and taking three of the top six individual spots. Their competition consisted of an extensive test on many aspects of agricultural mechanics such as welding, surveying, machinery, and electricity. The group is sponsored by agriculture teacher Billy Coning and has been preparing for both competitions since last spring. The WBHS agriculture program consistently produces students who excel in competition and are recognized across the state for their accomplishments.                                   














This fall, WBHS will be undergoing two important processes in the life of the school—developing the latest school improvement plan and renewing our accreditation through AdvancEd (formerly the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools). 





Both of these projects require examination of our school’s mission, vision, and beliefs statements. Those statements serve as guiding principles for all school decisions, and they provide concise information regarding what we consider vitally important as we seek to fulfill the Blount County Schools’ mission—to maximize the academic potential of every student in a safe and personalized environment.


Input from parents, community members, and other stakeholders is an important aspect of developing our beliefs, vision, and mission statements. Parents who would like to contribute opinions regarding what should be included in these statements are invited to submit their ideas in writing to the school improvement and accreditation chairperson, assistant principal Jennifer Moore.





There will also be opportunities for parents to serve on various committees related to school improvement and accreditation, and interested parents should contact Mrs. Moore for more information.






































Planet High School Puts Clubs, Groups Online





























